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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stevens 
(International Publication Number WO 99/59094). 

As per Claims 1. 8. and 14 , Stevens discloses a computer system, user computer, or server 
for assessing hazards, comprising: 

- a database storing hazard data, safety requirement data and v/ovk area data; (Page 5, lines 
1-30; Page 6, lines 1-30; Page 9, lines 1-10). 

- a first interface arranged to present potential work areas fi-om the work area data to a 
user, and to receive input from the user identifying the work area associated with a 
particular task; (Page 5, lines 15-31; Page 6, lines 1-10; Page 9, lines 1-10) (System 
presents interactive screens and allow a user to view and input work areas associated with 
a set of hazard data). 

- a second interface arranged to present potential hazards from the hazard data to the user, 
each potential hazard being associated with the work area identified by the user as 
associated with the particular task, and to receive input from the user identifying which 
potential hazards are associated with the particular task; (Page 5, lines 15-31; Page 6, 
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lines 1-10; Page 9, lines 1-10) (System presents interactive screens and allow a user to 
view and input hazard data associated with a particular record). 

- a communicator for transmitting work area data and hazard data to an interface of a user 
computer and receiving data from the interface identifying the potential hazards 
associated with a particular task; (Page 7, lines 15-31; Page 8, lines 1-31, Page 9, lines 1 - 
15) and 

- a reporter arranged to present to the user each hazard identified by the user for the task, 
and to present with each identified hazard the safety data associated with said hazard 
from the database. (Page 7, lines 15-31; Page 8, lines 1-31, Page 9, lines 1-15) 

Stevens fails to explicitly disclose wherein the safety requirement data being associated with 
the hazard data and the hazard data being associated with the work area data. However, Stevens 
teaches that all data related to a material and related materials are linked together by 
relationships among relational databases. This data includes, but is not limited to, hazard data, 
environmental data, and worker safety data. (Page 6, lines 1-31; Page 7, lines 1-15). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to associate safety requirement data with hazard data and associate hazard data with work area 
data because in a system built with relational databases, it is advantageous to link all data fields 
together, as taught by Stevens, in order to provide users of the system with advanced searching 
capabilities and the display of the most relevant information associated with particular hazard 
information. 

As per Claims 2. 9. and 15 , Stevens further discloses a computer system wherein the safety 
requirement data includes personal protective equipment data, safe working requirements data, 
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equipment and permit data, each of which are associated with the hazard data. (Page 6, Hnes 1- 
31; Page 7, Hnes 1-15; Page 39, lines 10-15). (Stevens discloses that the databases include 
information related to regulations, safety, and specifically employee safety. Examiner interprets 
this to include permit data and all data pertaining to employee safety, which would include 
equipment and safe working requirements.) 

As per Claims 3. 10. and 16 . Stevens further discloses a computer system wherein the 
database also stores risk-rating data, the risk rating data being associated with the hazard data, 
and wherein the reporter is arranged to present the risk rating associated with the hazard with 
each identified hazard. (Page 5, lines 15-31; Page 7, lines 15-31; Page 8, lines 25-31; Page 9; 
lines 1-15) 

As per Claims 4 and 17 . Stevens further discloses a computer system, further comprising 
risk assessor arranged to present at least one question to an authorized person regarding a hazard 
in the hazard data, and to calculate from the authorized person^s responses thereto a risk rating 
for that hazard, and to store the risk rating in the risk rating data associated with the hazard. 
(Page 5, lines 15-31; Page 6, lines 1-31; Page 13, lines 1-20; Page 16, lines 1-10, Page 20, lines 
20-31, Page 37, lines 1-6) (Authoring module through dialog boxes or other interaction prompts 
user for information regarding hazards. An analyzer produces hazard information, which 
Examiner interprets to be the same as risk information.) 

As per Claims 5. 11, 18 , Stevens further discloses a computer system, wherein the hazard 
data is arranged hierarchically to form hazard category data and hazard descriptor data, each 
hazard descriptor being associated with a hazard category, wherein said second interface is 
arranged to present to a user each hazard category, and if the user indicates a hazard category as 
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applicable for the particular task to also present each hazard descriptor associated with that 
hazard category to the user, along with the safety requirement data. (Page 7, lines 15-31; Page 8, 
lines 1-31; Page 9, lines 1-12) (Outputs and displays all data, including hazard data to the user 
after logically associated data material records with specific data). 

As per Claims 6, 12 and 19 , Stevens further discloses a computer system, wherein the 
database includes work type data. (Page 6, lines 1-31; Page 7, lines 1-15; Page 39, lines 10-15). 
(Stevens discloses that the databases include information related to regulations, safety, and 
specifically employee safety. Examiner interprets this to include permit data and all data 
pertaining to employee safety, which would include equipment and safe working requirements.) 

Stevens fails to explicitly disclose wherein the work area data being associated with the work 
type data. However, Stevens teaches that all data related to a material and related materials are 
linked together by relationships among relational databases. This data includes, but is not 
limited to, hazard data, environmental data, and worker safety data. (Page 6, lines 1-31; Page 7, 
lines 1-15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to associate work area data with the work type data because in a system 
built with relational databases, it is advantageous to link all data fields together, as taught by 
Stevens, in order to provide users of the system with advanced searching capabilities and the 
display of the most relevant information associated with particular hazard information. 

As per Claims 7 and 13 , Stevens fails to disclose a computer system, wherein said first 
interface and said second interface are combined. However, examiner notes that combining two 
computer interfaces into a single interface is a matter of design choice. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to combine two 
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interfaces into a single interface based on design choice. The developer of a computer interface 
is motivated to create a simple experience for the user of a system, save time, and also save 
resources, which may be accomplished by combining two interfaces into a single interface. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stevens. 
(International Publication Number WO 99/59094) 

As per Claim 20, Stevens discloses a server computer as claimed in claim 14, v^herein: 

- each database is associated with at least one user having permission to access the 
database; (Figure 4; Page 8, lines 25-31; Page 9, lines 1-15) 

the communicator is adapted to transmit to the user computer operated by the at least one 
user, work area data and hazard data stored in the database that the user has permission to 
access; (Figure 4; Page 9, lines 1-15; Page 33, lines 15-31; Page 34, lines 1-20) and 

- the reporter is adapted to generate the report on each hazard identified by the user for the 
task using data stored in the database that the user has permission to access, the report 
being provided to the at least one user of the user computer. (Page 7, lines 15-31; Page 8, 
lines 1-31, Page 9, lines 1-15). 
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Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns, line numbers, and paragraphs 
in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing responses, fully consider each of the 
references in its entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
context of the passage as taught by the prior art disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason D. Harrier whose telephone number is (571) 272-5866. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm EST.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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